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of several battleships and cruisers being sunk or seriously damaged.
I know that some of my friends were concerned at these blatant
exaggerations. Actually, two cruisers were slightly damaged by
splinters, but this did not at all interfere with their work, and they
are still with the Fleet at their stations. One very heavy bomb
hit the flagship, the Rodney, but her very strong deck armour
resisted the impact, and she was not affected in any way by the
explosions except that three officers and seven men were injured.
As far as the structure of our ships of war is concerned, this
incident must be regarded as satisfactory. The cruiser Aurora,
which had joined the Fleet, was subjected to five successive
bombing attacks, all of which were pressed home with courage
and all of which failed, but a destroyer, the Gurkha, which was
accompanying her and to some extent escorting her, was hard
hit and listed heavily and sank after four and a half hours, during
which the crew or almost all of the crew were rescued. The
same afternoon the destroyer Zulu sank a German U-boat off
the Orkneys.
Meanwhile, far to the north off Narvik, on this Tuesday
morning, at daybreak, the Renown, one of our battle-cruisers,
perceived the Scharnhorst and a io,ooo-ton Hipper class cruiser,
which had evidently come up with the force the day before, in
the distance dimly. Amid snowstorms, a tempestuous day, sea
running high, gales blowing furiously, our battle-cruiser opened
fire at 18,000 yards. After three minutes the enemy replied, but
almost immediately turned away. After nine minutes the
Renown observed hits on the forward structure of the German
battle-cruiser, and thereafter her whole armament stopped firing.
Later her after turret began firing under local control. The speed
the enemy battle-cruiser maintained was very great, and the Renown
had to push to 24 knots through very heavy seas breaking over
her forward turrets and guns. After a further two minutes of
firing a vertical column of smoke from what they call a possible
second hit was observed on the Scharnkorst, which then turned
away and directly retired at a high speed without further firing.
During this period a shell had passed through our vessel about
the water line without bursting. We had something like that in
- the case of the Exeter, and it seems to show that Nazi workmanship
is not all of a piece. A second shell went through the foremast,
carrying away the main aerial. There were no casualties on board
the Renown. The destroyers which were with her were unable to
keep up in the heavy seas at the speed at which she was going.
The io,ooo-ton cruiser Hipper now drew across the battleship
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